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Where is the Balance? 

 

I stood in awe as I stepped into the dining hall of an orphanage in Kenya that was run by 

Americans. I was duly impressed as I beheld a standard of living that would rival top 

facilities in the United States. I have had opportunity 

over the years to reflect upon the various living 

standards of orphans in third world countries. Some 

orphans are sleeping in the dirt, dressed in rags, and 

half starving. Other orphans, some at foreign run 

orphanages, are living a lifestyle that is far above that 

of the general populace. Is it best to leave the children 

in conditions of squalor because that is their lot in life 

or should foreigners bring “American Standards” to 

the children? As with many issues, there is a balanced 

approach. 

When I first began working with Huruma Orphanage in Kenya to enable them to elevate 

their standard of living, the children were sleeping in the dirt and much more prone to 

disease and sickness. The government itself requires the children to have better 

sleeping accommodations. They have shut down orphanages because of similar 

conditions. Hence, it was right and good to provide accommodations which would give 

better protection and safety to the health and well-being 

of the children. Huruma Orphanage is a native-owned 

and operated facility which we have assisted through 

sponsorship to ensure a safe environment where the 

children could be more properly nourished. 

There are things that may not be to our standards and 

things that we might think ought to be changed. 

However, I have come to the conclusion that a higher 

standard is not always better. Some foreign-run 

orphanages serve the children ‘American’ food rather 

than their native kale and Ugali; and the children do not 

(Continued on page 2) 

Living Standards of Foreign-Sponsored 
Orphanages in Third World Countries 

Malawi and Mozambique continue to suffer from 

drought after the disastrous flooding last year. 

Hunger and suffering are regularly being 

reported.  Donations for maize are continuing to 

be sent to assist those in need. 

Hungry are Fed 

The children do their personal laundry 



have to carry water, haul fire wood, or scrub their clothes. 

As young adults, when it is time for them to face life on 

their own, their cries have been heard: “We can’t go live 

out there…” While good-hearted people have provided 

this oasis, the children have been separated too much 

from the harsh realities of the present culture. 

While no child deserves to be hungry or to sleep without 

proper bedding, the child must also learn to live and work 

so he is prepared to 

adapt to life outside 

the orphanage. I have 

asked the director of 

Huruma about these 

things and the 

standard of living at 

Huruma. He intonated 

that there was a 

proper balance at the orphanage. “The children must 

know how to work in the field and wash their clothes…” 

One of the advantages of a native-run orphanage is that 

the children are more likely to have a lifestyle that is fitting 

to their culture, even while sponsored and supported by 

foreigners. 

Huruma Orphanage is in a district where there are 198 

orphanages. The government recently certified three 

orphanages, one of which was Huruma. It is not American, 

it is not German, it is not British. It is a Kenyan orphanage 

that the government recognizes is providing good care for 

the children. Foreign visitors may have varying thoughts 

and ideas, but there are great advantages to a native-run 

facility that can provide a balanced, cultural standard of 

living.               —Michael Smith 
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Shelling maize raised at Huruma. 

Two buses full of students visited Masai Mara National 

Reserve where they saw 3 of the “Big Five”. The drive was 

very long over rough roads, but the children saw things they 

have never seen and made memories to keep for a life time. 

Field Trip Day!! 

Bros. Michael Smith and Peter Akweyona 
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THE SECONDARY SCHOOL is almost finished. What a testament to the 

power of God that this large building was able to be built so quickly and 

without debt. God provided local, honest workers who have helped 

construct the building.  

 

VISITORS—A team 

from the United 

States and Germany 

met in Kenya in Feb-

ruary to assist with 

the orphanage work. 

My son Ethan was my 

traveling companion. 

My niece, Nicole El-

well, was already in 

Kenya working with 

another organization. 

She was able to come 

to Huruma for over a 

week. Bros. Roman, 

Victor, Waldemar, 

Peter, Paul, and An-

dreas came from Ger-

many. The German 

brothers worked dili-

gently cutting and 

welding windows, 

doors, and trusses for 

various construction 

projects. 

HURUMA 

DOLOR 

ORPHANAGE 

(KENYA) 

AGRICULTURE & LIVE-

STOCK.  The orphan-

age not only has a 

large garden and an 

orchard, but three 

cows (one of which 

calved while we were 

there), two pigs, 150 

egg-laying chickens, 

60 chickens for breed-

ing and eating, and a 

few goats and sheep. 

The maize harvest 

continues to be larger 

than normal due to 

improved agricultural 

practices. 

GUEST HOUSE 

Construction began on 

a guest house in the 

Huruma compound. 

The two bedrooms 

with an open living 

area will be used for 

all visitors to Huruma 

and will be a special 

blessing for the older 

orphans who return 

from school to have a 

place to stay.  

THE STAFF—between teachers and orphanage 

workers—is 35. It is a large project and worthy 

of much prayer. Bro. Peter continues to have 

serious heart problems and is in need of divine 

healing. Bro. Peter Otiendo has been promoted 

to serve as assistant director to help Bro. Peter 

Akweyona. He will be finishing his bachelor’s 

degree this year. 

PIPED WATER—The Kenyan Government hired 

the Chinese to build a water system in the 

Migori area. Piped water is very close to Hu-

ruma, so in a joint effort with the community, 

we are paying our share ($1200) to have the 

water brought to the orphanage. This will be a 

real help as the well water runs low at times. 

SERVICES were held  

locally in Stellah as 

well as Kuria, Kisii, 

and Kisumu. Last year 

we had a series of 

meetings in Kisumu. 

It was wonderful to 

see how the 

congregation has 

grown in the past few 

months. 



 

In December of 2015, Michael and René Smith traveled 

to Malawi to administer Project Christmas Blessing. It 

was a wonderfully blessed time as over 2500 children 

were blessed with blankets. There were multiple 

distribution points where blankets and maize were 

distributed after sharing the gospel message of the 

birth of Jesus Christ. Thousands of people heard this 

simple, life-changing message. The Lord helped things 

to go very smoothly in what could have been a 

logistical nightmare. God held back the rains during the 

meetings and gave strength and health on this trip. 

May the Lord reward each one who sacrificed to help 

“Share the Warmth”. 
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News From the Field... 

Project Christmas Blessing 

V I S I T  U S  O NLI NE  AT :  

W WW . AF RI CAMIS S ION . CO M  

PAKISTAN 

Bro. Sh… continues to minister spiritu-

ally and academically to an impover-

ished community in Pakistan. The 

number of children they are educating 

has grown larger than their facility. I 

am burdened, as the Lord leads, to 

travel to Pakistan again this year. It 

would be wonderful if we were able to 

assist them in expanding the chapel 

compound. 

NIGERIA 
Bro. F. Naths-Igbanibo 
“[We give] thanks for the funds you 
sent to assist us variously. It was re-
ceived at the appropriate time; suffi-
cient manuals were printed and taken 
to the meeting. Those in attendance 
happily received them. What a bless-
ing to be labourers in the Lord’s vine-
yard. 
The camp meeting was a great bless-
ing to souls who attended. The way 
God visited and blessed us spread 
abroad with some regretting their 
failure to attend. God gave his word 
to humble servants in messages and 
teachings to feed souls that were hun-

gry for the heavenly bread….We re-
main grateful to the Lord for giving the 
victory in spite of opposing forces 
coming in different ways and at differ-
ent times. 
Please pray along with us as we plan 
to enter a new field this dry season. 
Also for the Lord to strengthen me 
and clear my eye sight for better visi-
bility. May God bless you. Amen.” 
 

GHANA 
Some of the Ghana brethren attended 
the camp meeting in Nigeria and were 
challenged and encouraged. Bro. An-
drews and his son recently had a 
meeting with the newly planted con-
gregation in the city of Kumasi.  
 

MALAWI 

Over $1900 was donated to assist 18 
congregations in Malawi and Mozam-
bique that needed wood to complete 
their chapel roofing projects.  

Websites 

www.africamission.com 

www.thegospeltruth.org 

www.churchofgodeveninglight.com 

Facebook 

Huruma Dolor Orphanage 

Africa Mission & Beyond 

Church of God Evening Light Website 
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