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I was home one week from Nigeria before traveling 
with my son, Ethan, to Malawi. Our sixteen-hour � ight 
to Johannesburg, South Africa, was turned around while 
hours over the Atlantic on two di� erent occasions due to 
engine problems. A day and three � ight attempts later, it 
was a blessing to safely reach the shores of Africa.

We had two weekend meetings in villages in Malawi. 
Hundreds came to hear the gospel and the Lord blessed 
with clarity in the messages. A local chief came to the 
� rst village service and testi� ed a� erward of having 
his understanding opened about Babylon. As always, 
we enjoyed the beautiful singing of the young people. 
� ey stayed up all Saturday night in the chapel singing. 
I estimated about 500-600 in attendance at the last 
Sunday service. � ere continue to be new congregations 
in Malawi and Mozambique. � ere are currently 89 

congregations. � e ministers are beginning to reach out 
more and the Gospel Truth is being distributed which is 
helping to spread the gospel. While the numbers of people 
are growing, we are looking for an increase in spiritual 
understanding. I pray the Lord will lead us to know how 
to more e� ectively teach the ministers, many who are very 
poorly educated.

� ere are currently twenty-two chapels that are in need 
of metal roo� ng at a cost of approximately $200/chapel. As 
we are able, we would like to slowly begin to assist them as 
they provide the necessary wood.

� e villages are full of impoverished children who love 
to talk and play. Ethan proved to be a good friend and 
began to quickly pick up the Chichewa language. He gave 
a Bible lesson to 170 children one a� ernoon and spent 
countless hours walking and talking with them.

In addition to the gospel e� orts, one of the goals of 
the trip was to attend an agriculture training center and 
sponsor 5 farmers from various congregations for more 
extensive training. We attended this training throughout 
the week. —Michael Smith

Malawi Trip
Gospel Meetings & Community Development
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Malawi and Mozambique remain two of 
the poorest of the poor countries in the 
world. There is a continual problem of 
hunger and the subsistence farmer faces 
yearly challenges. While we have assisted 
with maize during the most difficult of 
times, we are incapable of ministering to 
all the needs of the thousands of people 
who are fellowshipping in the Church of 
God. I became aware of the very poor 
farming practices of most of the people in 
the country and desired to see the cycle of 
poverty broken through better agricultural 
techniques. We were able to find an 
organization in Malawi that gives training 
for this very purpose—Crown Ministries.

With much gratitude for donors who supported this 
e�ort, Ethan and I attended a one-week training with �ve 
farmers from congregations in Malawi and Mozambique. 
Four of the farmers will continue the training for the 
entire month. Our desire is to see them return to their 
congregations and villages and not only implement but 
teach others what they have learned.

�e program is geared to teaching the substance 
farmer basic foundations of farming which will improve 
productivity while lessening the dependency on fertilizer 
which is very expensive. Many of the people in the villages 
are actually operating at a loss when they grow maize.

Brie�y, most farmers burn their �eld to rid it of the 
harvested maize stalks etc. �ey till the soil by hand and 

make high ridges upon which to plant their maize. Ridging 
is causing much erosion and soil loss by the wind and 
rain. �e �elds are not getting the nutrients they need and 
moisture is being evaporated into the air. Crown Ministries 
teaches four principles of how to farm: 1. On Time.   
2. High standards.  3. No wastage. 4. With Joy.

�e evidence shows that zero-tillage farming is much 
better for the land in numerous way. We were taught how 
to plant seed at a high standard through uniformity by 
making consistent planting stations which are used year 
a�er year. �e maize stalks and leaves are to be le� on the 
�elds as a blanket to help retain moisture and to put the 
nutrients back into the ground. We learned how to make 
high grade compost which will eventually completely take 
the place of fertilizer when used properly. �is method has 
worked for those who have implemented the knowledge.

Knowledge takes time 
and I do not look for 
an overnight solution, 
but this method of 
farming will go a long 
way to helping the 
entire country if people 
will be willing to leave 
generations of practices which have caused a cycle of 
poverty in their land. �e Church of God, the farmer, and 
I thank the donors who made this possible. We also thank 
Crown Ministry for their love and dedication to the people 
of Malawi. As God provides, we are interested in sending 
more farmers from the congregations through this training 
to help make a lasting di�erence. ■

The Church of God attendees of the training.

Agricultural Training in Malawi
Proactively Addressing the Cycle of Hunger

Many of the people in 
the villages are actually 
operating at a loss when 
they grow maize.
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Crown Ministries agricultural training.

Other Ongoing Projects
Beginning Stages Underway

Visit us online at

WWW.AFRICAMISSION.COM
for additional photos and videos.

The work in Malawi is large and there is always a 
struggle to provide accommodations for the people and/
or ministers at special meetings in the village. Currently, 
they build walls of straw and put leaves on the dirt for 
each of the congregations to sleep in at night. Per a long-
standing request, our desire is to build a strip of small 
rooms to alleviate some of the problem. I told them that 
if they would provide the bricks, we would try to assist 
them with the cost of cement, metal sheeting, etc. The 
plan is to build a 16 x 65 ft building with fi ve rooms. This 
will cost $2000 plus the bricks that they make. ■

Sleeping Quarters Project
Kenya Primary School Building Project
Architectural plans are complete for the building of a 

new primary school with eight classrooms and o�  ces at the 
Huruma Dolor Orphanage in Kenya. Funds are available to 
do the dirt work and to build two to three classrooms. 

As the Lord provides for the building of this facility, 
it will be a great blessing. � e school serves not only the 
orphans, but hundreds of children in the community. ■
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Nigeria Camp Meeting
Fellowshipping the Brethren 

René and I attended the Nigeria national camp meeting 
this year. While we work with the Nigerian brethren 
and have met in Ghana as well as supported some of the 
ministers to make mission trips to other countries, it had 
been many years since I visited Nigeria.

Bro. Igbanibo has not been in good health and we were 
impressed of the Spirit to go fellowship with him and 
the other saints. We �ew to Nigeria by way of UAE. On 
September 28, 2017, we �ew from Dubai to Lagos where 
we spent the night before taking a local �ight to the city of 
Owerri. We were graciously met by a large group of saints 
(with security) at the airport. It was a blessing to see many 
old acquaintances and to �nd people still standing in truth.

�e national meeting in Nigeria is held at a di�erent 
location every year so as to accommodate better the various 
congregations and to avoid partiality. A secondary boarding 
school is usually rented where there is a hall large enough 
for the meeting as well as dorms and dining hall facilities.

Morning devotions were generally held at 4:30 a.m., 
morning service 9:00–12:00 am, a�ernoon session 2:00– 
5:00, and the evening service from 7:00-9:00 p.m. While 
services did not always start on time, they made an e�ort to 
conclude the services on schedule. �e emcee of the service 
would give a reminder to those who began taking too much 
time.

�e saints in Nigeria sing from the Evening Light Songs 
hymnal and most of the songs in the meeting were songs 
about the Church of God. �ere was much special singing 
from the various congregations. �e national meeting 
in Nigeria is a time to “teach and correct what is wrong.” 
While everyone was present, the a�ernoon services were 
focused for the children, the youth, and the women—one 
day for each. Di�erent people would get up and give short 
instruction or counsel. René shared with the women during 
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one a�ernoon session. With a good emcee, this type of 
forum proved to be a real blessing. We purchased cookies 
and drink for distribution to the many children a�er their 
special service.

Because of the many languages in Nigeria, English is the 
one most commonly used in their assembly. �ey speak 
what they referred to as “pidgin English.” At times, when 
a minister spoke quickly, we were not able to understand 
everything spoken. I believe it was the same for them when 
I preached.

�e saints in Nigeria value greatly the writings of the 
Church of God, past and present. Africa Mission and 
Beyond regularly sends funds to facilitate the printing of the 
Gospel Truth, Bible Lessons, and other gospel literature.

We enjoyed the fellowship and the time spent with our 
brothers and sisters in Nigeria. �ey face some of the same 
spiritual struggles as a body that we do here in the USA. 
�ere seemed to be a great appreciation for my wife being 
with me and for her example of modesty. �e enemy works 
there the same as here so it was a blessing for them to see 
the standard that we maintain.

�e ministry is very focused on the message of the 
Church as they continue to reach out to people of other 
fellowships with a call to come to the purity of the gospel. 
Let us continue to pray for the work of God in Nigeria. ■

Ministers that Attended the Meeting




