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Conducting service in various locations

Kenya Trip
Gospel Meetings

In July, I traveled to Kenya and spent time taking care
of orphanage business and visiting various congregations.
Bro. Peter and I had services with established saints and
followed up with services in the congregations of some
new ministers with whom I have corresponded for two
years. There are some promising opportunities in new
areas for the Word to be spread and God’s church to be
established.
Despite breakdowns, police stops, and evil spirits, God
gave anointing and strength on this trip. I personally felt
better physically than I have felt for many years. One of the
complications I was suffering from my last trip stopped
when I got back in Africa. I thank God and each one who
prayed for me. The work is growing in Kenya and we are
thankful for some faithful ministers there.
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Gospel Truth PUBLISHING
Authoring, Printing and Distributing Gospel Literature

Gospel Truth Publishing continues to write and publish
gospel literature though both print and digital mediums.
In addition to publishing the Evening Light Songs Hymnal
and maintaining various websites, the Gospel Truth paper is
published quarterly and distributed in seven languages and
in multiple countries. Translation, printing, and mailing
costs are high. The paper could be distributed in greater
quantities to reach souls hungry for truth around the world,
but distribution is limited due to minimal support for this
ministry. Local donations are not meeting the base cost
of distribution in our own country, much less in other
countries in which we are currently publishing the Gospel
Truth. It is sad to reflect upon the reality that this is one
of the reasons that years ago the Faith and Victory paper
ceased to be mailed out to foreign countries. One of the
greatest resources we have to spread the Word is through
printed matter.
AfricaMission.com |aug 2018

1

Multitudes Gather to Hear the Word

FUTURE OF THE MISSION WORK
A personal reﬂection by Michael Smith

As I reflected recently upon the mission work, I realized
that in the last twelve months, twenty percent of my time
was spent on the ground in Africa. Our heart and vision are
to continue to spread the gospel and to reach new territories
across the globe for Christ. For over two decades, our time
and energies have been fully dedicated to the gospel work
at home and abroad. During this time, my wife and I have
shed tears of disappointment and rejoiced in victories
along the way. Our faith is in God, but it is noteworthy
that funding to support these endeavors the last two years
is down over twenty-five percent from the average of the
previous four years. We have been earnestly seeking God for
guidance and provision that the mission efforts continue in
strength.
There are many personal aspects of a life of faith that fulltime servants of the Lord do not talk about. But, the reality
is that aside from the personal aspects, it takes a lot of
money for mission work. When a missionary is ministering
to the poorest of the poor in our world, and he calls for
people to travel in that country to a gospel meeting, there
is responsibility to help feed the people when they come.
This year alone, funds have been spent to feed thousands
of people who came with a heart to hear the gospel. In
some countries, impoverished ministers are traveling far
distances to attend services. The missionary then has a duty
to assist with transportation fees if he called the ministers
to come. This expense has been great the last few years as
well. Due to these issues, in the flesh, there is hesitation to
expand the work to new areas as it takes a lot of capital to
provide for food and transportation for these meetings. In
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addition, there are many other financial demands in the
mission work and day to day expenses that have to be met.
I share this burden to solicit your prayer for God’s will to
be done. I want to see not only the missionary efforts I
am personally involved with grow but also those of other
missionaries who have similar burdens.
There are limited
laborers in the field and I do not want to see the
there is a need for more
lights of the missionary
to answer the divine call
of God to work full time eﬀorts grow dim, but we
in the vineyard; but, my are at a critical juncture and
heart cries to see the
need the Lord to work.
missionary efforts of the
Church of God hindered
and limited with even the few who are laboring because
of a lack of resources. I do not want to see the lights of
the missionary efforts grow dim, but we are at a critical
juncture and need the Lord to work.
I would err not to give God thanks for the mighty
things He has done in other countries. It touches the
core of my spirit to see the multitudes of people that have
knowledge of truth due to the labor of the saints. I give a
heartfelt thank you to those who have so greatly sacrificed
over the years to enable the work to continue. That labor
has not been in vain. There are thousands who have had
opportunity to hear the gospel because someone unknown
and unseen stayed home and sacrificed that an airline
ticket for a missionary could be purchased, a mouth could
be fed at a meeting, a native minister given support, a roof
put on a leaking chapel, etc.
God bless you and please join me in earnest prayer that
the work can move forward and not backward.

Huruma Orphanage
Summer visitors and projects

Sewing

German Team

Two groups, numbering eleven, traveled to Huruma
from Germany under the guidance of Bro. Roman and
labored building bunk beds, lockers, desks, playground
equipment, etc. Three of the sisters helped the girls at the
orphanage sew some new skirts. We thank God for the
sacrifice and efforts of the German team.

New Lockers

As is often the case when I am at Huruma, there are
many things that need to be purchased and repaired.
Although there have been some reverses, God is taking care
of the work. God is to be praised for the new classrooms in
the primary section. I left funds for the foundation of the
remaining three rooms.
There has been a need for a van at Huruma for a long
time and the small car broke down while I was there. In
response to the need, people graciously donated funds and
we purchased a vehicle in Nairobi with only 30,000 km.
God bless each one who contributed.
Please pray for all of the orphans at Huruma. Many of
them come from backgrounds full of disease and abuse, and
they need the Lord’s healing in multiple ways. It is heart
warming to see these children within a safe environment.

Miracle Mini-Bus

malawi

Three regional meetings for outlying areas

On my way home from Kenya, I first made a stop Malawi
for a few days of meeting with the numerous Church of
God congregations in southern Malawi. We chose three
central sites to meet for services on consecutive days. Many
people from the local congregations in each area came for
the services. Even with that arrangement, there were some
that walked or biked for two days to be in attendance.
The Spirit of the Lord blessed in a special way and there
was wonderful fellowship. Multitudes of people gathered
to these services, sitting in the dust under brush arbors to
hear the Word of God. The last Sunday there were hundreds
and hundreds of people. We passed out treats to just the
children and ran out after 400. It was a blessing to see the

Sunday Morning

people’s joy and receptiveness to the whole Word of God
being taught. One elderly minister told me, through the
translator, following one service: “We are hearing many
voices, but the truth you have taught has kept us….” There
is no greater joy than to see people you have loved and
labored for walking in truth!
As is our annual practice, through donations of the
saints, we were able to provide for five congregations to
replace the thatched roofs over their chapels with metal
sheeting. This helps greatly in the rainy season.
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In Other News...
Bro. Stephano & wife

TANZANIA—There has been a time
of waiting on the Lord for direction
and guidance involving some of the
aspects of the gospel eﬀorts in Tanzania.
Following Bro. Doug Wall and Bro.
Cliﬀord Cole’s last visit, the decision was
made pursuant to Tanzania law, to help
the congregations get registered. Africa
Mission & Beyond sent funds to help
the ministry travel to Dar es Salaam and
submit the appropriate paper work. We
now await word from the government.

Bro. Igbanibo & wife

NIGERIA—After the national camp meeting of
Nigeria in September 2017, Bro. Igbanibo suﬀered a
stroke. His mobility and speech have been aﬀected
for months. He has been a stalwart soldier of the
cross for many years. Please continue to pray for
him and his wife who is also in declining health.

PAKISTAN—One of the brethren from Pakistan writes: “We
are safe and blessed, the Holy Spirit gives strength to me
that we are doing the Lord’s work here.”

Cashew Farm

GHANA—Following the visit to Ghana in January of
this year, the Lord so wonderfully provided the funds to
purchase ten acres of land upon which to grow cashews.
Following the purchase, the seller was in an accident and his
family tried to reclaim the land. The case was taken to court
and the judge ruled in favor of the church. God be praised.
This is part of a self-sustaining project for the gospel work
in Ghana. It will take three to ﬁve years to begin to harvest
the cashews. Each of four ministers will have charge of two
acres of land and the remaining two acres will be jointly
farmed by the local congregations to assist with camp
meeting expenses. This land was purchased and donated to
the local church in Ghana and is not under our control nor
administered by a foreign entity.

The brethren in Pakistan are continually seeking occasion to
preach the gospel to the poor and deprived in local areas.
Holidays provide a special opportunity for them to go to the
brick kilns and share the simple message of Jesus.
There are currently two Christian schools which the
local saints are supporting to enable boys and girls to
get an education and to learn about the Lord. Many of
these children, especially the girls, would have no other
opportunity to learn. There are continual needs for school
supplies and ministerial support for outreach eﬀorts.
Mother’s Day
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School Supplies

