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A VISION OF MANY YEARS
For many years, I have had a burden to develop a piece of 

land in Malawi for the benefit of the gospel work and for the 
edification of the impoverished population. I felt led of the 
Lord this year to at least move forward with the purchase of 
land before prices get too high. It is difficult to find larger 
plots of land because it has been subdivided within families 
for generations. 

After searching and inquiring, we found a plot of land 
that is centrally located to many of the congregations in 
Malawi. Miraculously, it is located on a tarmac road and 
electricity is nearby. While in a rural area, it is close to a 
central road exchange and the location is one hour from the 
main city of Blantyre. The land that is available is owned by 
four different owners. At this point, three of the four owners 
have agreed to sell their plots of land. It would be 8-10 acres 
for a price of around $16,000. Negotiations are not final, 
and we are praying that the Lord will provide the funds 
shortly that we can proceed with this transaction.
A SITE FOR LONG TERM PROJECTS

If we are able to acquire this land, the development 
project would last for years. It would be a place for a 
mission house and Malawi camp meetings. It would be a 
place where ministers could come and stay for an extended 
period of time to study and learn the Bible. It would 
potentially be a place to give agricultural training not only 

Malawi Development Project in Initial Phase
Land Purchase for Future Expansion Opportunities

to the saints but also the local people. There would be 
enough land to grow some crops and have a small farm/
garden to demonstrate proper planting techniques to 
conserve the land. While not definite, my initial burden was 
to have an orphan feeding center. This would be a center 
where locally placed orphans could come daily and be given 
a meal to eat before returning to their local family. The 
possibilities are great and there is wonderful potential that 
this future complex could be a mighty tool in the hand of 
God.
STEP ONE—BUY THE LAND

It will happen one step at a time, and the first step is to 
acquire the land. While it might seem a little larger than 
necessary, it is better to acquire adequate land for future 
expansion lest the prices increase as they did in the Huruma 
orphanage area in Kenya. 

If the land is purchased, which could happen within the 
month if the Lord opens the doors, it is on a government 
lease of 50 years. After that, it would have to be renewed 
again and approved by the government. I would hire 
someone to be a caretaker of the land and farm it local-style 
until we could develop it further. We may plant eucalyptus 
trees on 1-2 acres on the bottom land close to a river. This 
would take about three years to grow the trees and sell them 
as poles for construction.  We solicit an interest in your 
prayers for this opportunity. —Michael Smith

1. Caretaker house
2. Fence
3. Electric 
4. Well
5. Land development/

farming
6. Mission House

7. Tabernacle
8. Teaching Center
9. Ministers’ 

Accommodations
10. Gospel Truth Printing 

and Distribution Center
11. Orphan Feeding Center

Future Development Needs

The Land Search
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Malawi Trip Report
August 20-September 4

The Lord blessed on a recent 2.5 week mission trip 
to Malawi. I left on August 20 and arrived back in the 
States on September 4 to wish my wife of 26 years a happy 
anniversary. There were three primary purposes to the trip 
and God was faithful to fulfill each one. 
MINISTERS’ MEETINGS

I met with over 140 ministers plus 20 women leaders for 
three days of teaching. I was inspired to share the “Power of 
the Parable.” We divided up into 21 groups and each group 
was given a parable to study and discuss. Over the course 
of the next few days, each group presented the parable to 
the whole body of ministers and gave applicable context 
and teaching. It is amazing how many subjects the parables 
cover. It is a vital tool to sharing the doctrines of Christ and 
something that people can often remember better than a list 
of doctrinal scriptures. After each group presented, I took 
the opportunity to give a brief teaching on subjects that 
stemmed from the parables being discussed. The ministers 
thoroughly enjoyed this meeting and it was a time of 
spiritual edification and unity building. 

I passed out bottles of lotion to all of the attendees and 
challenged the ministers to work on their marriages as they 
do the field. For there to be a harvest, one must cultivate, 

More in-depth reports of this trip can be read at:  

www.africamission.com/news

plant, water, weed, etc. I challenged the male ministers to 
go home and give the lotion to their wives and foster the 
marriage relationship. 
VEHICLE PURCHASE

Secondly, one of the goals was to purchase a vehicle for 
the gospel work. I have delayed for many years as I wanted 
the work to mature. Inspired that it was time, the Lord 
opened the way to purchase a 2010 Nissan X-Trail that was 
recently imported from Japan. It can be difficult to find a 
good used vehicle, and I thank God for opening the right 
doors. I spent time in the city shopping for, purchasing, 
registering, and insuring the vehicle before taking it to the 
village.
LAND ACQUISITION

The third purpose of the trip was to search for land for 
the future development of the work in Malawi. We traveled 
around looking for a large plot of land. God was once again 
faithful. We seek Him for provision and guidance in this 
monumental step of faith.

In spite of mosquito bites and a bed bug infestation, I 
was in relatively good heath while I was there. The singing 
and fellowship was wonderful during the Sunday services at 
two different village congregations. It was a blessing to be at 
home with my Malawian brothers and sisters in Christ. ■

Bro. Master, faithful translator Good turnout

Candy is always popular Small Groups Discuss Parables



|  sept 2019AfricaMission.com 3

The work of Africa Mission and Beyond  

operates through the prayers and  

financial support of God’s people.  

A heartfelt thank you to each one who enables  

us to continue this work year after year. 

—Michael Smith   

The country of Pakistan is in spiritual darkness 
but the light of the gospel is shining through. The 
brethren are working hard to share the gospel 
and minister to the poor with food and education. 
AMB sends funds as possible to assist with these 
endeavors that the work can go forward.

“The children were very happy to see new paint for their 
school and chapel hall. The schoolteachers and children are 
sending greetings and love to Bro. Michael and the children 
and all saints of the church of God in the United States.”  
—Bro. S.

“After Bro. Michael visited Amrat Nagar, one of the 
brethren began a Sunday School and Sunday services…
Please pray for church congregation at Amrat Nagar. I pray 
for many lost souls to come to faith in Jesus to knowing the 
truth and receive salvation, hope, faith for eternal life.”  
—Bro. S.

Pakistan Reports
Faithfully Ministering the Gospel With Good Works

“There is need to go again and again for the Gospel, there 
is no true church. So may God provide me an opportunity 
to Go…. there for the Gospel work. People are so far from 
the truth!” —Bro. H.

The few Church of God ministers in Pakistan continue 
to reach out to the poor and have meetings in various 
communities.■

Sunday School

School Children
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In Other News...

Africa Mission & Beyond 
Correspondence may be sent to:

Africa Mission & Beyond
P. O. Box 2042, Nixa, MO 65714

Find us on Facebook
facebook.com/africamissionbeyond
Email: contact@africamission.com
Website: www.africamission.com

Donations payable to Africa Mission may be mailed to the above  
address or sent by paypal to: donate@africamission.com

GHANA—The land 
that was purchased for 
cashew farming has 
now been planted with 
cashew trees by the 
various congregations. 
May the Lord bless in 
the growth and well- 
being of this endeavor. 

It was with sadness 
that we received 
word on August 

4, 2019 that the daughter of one of the minister’s 
died with malaria. She passed from this life at the 
age of 16 years old. This brother and his wife have 
a large family and are very poor. AMB sent funds 
to purchase a casket for their daughter. They have 
been staying in a tiny, two room mud hut. During 
the time of the funeral, the owner of the house gave 
them three weeks to vacate the house. This family 
needs much prayer during this tragic time. ■

KENYA—Messages are being received at home and abroad 
inviting someone to come and share the truth. Revival 
meetings are being held in Kenya in various locations. 
These meetings are often supported with offerings from 
Africa Mission & Beyond to help with food and to assist the 
ministers with transportation.

“I thank God the meetings have brought many to the 
church truth and many are being healed.” —Bro. Peter 
Akweyona 

HURUMA DOLOR 
ORPHANAGE—It is a blessing 
that after many years of sacrifice 
and hard work, five Huruma 
orphans who are now adults have 
graduated from college and are 
returning to work at Huruma in 
various capacities. Thank you 
sponsors and Huruma supporters 
for your prayers and financial 
backing to see the reward of this 
day.

As there continue to be major needs at Huruma because the 
work is great, we continue to pray for the day that they can be 
self-sustaining. Please do not weary of this request which most 
people tell me is impossible. Many needs existed before we 
arrived on the scene and AMB has helped through the years. We 
would like to one day step back from the temporal affairs of the 
children’s home. 
It is planting season at Huruma one more time. The fields are 
being prepared for the planting of maize and beans. ■
NIGERIA—Inaugural service at Bori. Chapel built with 
assistance from AMB.

Nigeria national camp meeting at Port Harcourt . 


