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Huruma Orphanage faces challenges
Coronavirus creates challenges for day to day operations.

Orphans adjust to new schedule as schools are closed for months

Schools in Kenya are shut down due to COVID-19,
with the exception of colleges and universities. Hence, the
primary and secondary schools at Huruma Orphanage are
not in general operation. The government has required the
teachers to be given half pay, although no tuition fees are
coming in from the community. This is putting a strain on
our resources as we are trying to be sure the children and
staff are still cared for during this difficult time.
Only the orphans remain on the grounds at Huruma.
They are doing extra academic work in their classes to
fill their day and to prepare for when school does open.
Local donations from the surrounding community are still

minimal, as many people are struggling financially. AMB
is sending thousands of extra dollars a month to try to
sustain the orphanage and staff. We appreciate the general
sponsorships and any extra that people send in to help
during this crisis.
We were blessed to purchase three more acres some
distance away from the orphanage at a much lower price
than close to the Huruma compound. The land is being
cultivated and planted with sugarcane which takes about 18
months to mature. It is a cash crop and it is part of our selfsustainability program.

Sugarcane cultivation for sustainability project
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Nigeria Meeting in Bori

Editorial
This has been a difficult year for many people around the
world. Usually we make multiple mission trips a year, but
due to the COVID-19 situation and sickness in the home,
I have been unable to travel. However, we are continuing
to work from our home office for the cause of the gospel
at home and abroad. The Gospel Truth publication is
still being written, translated, printed, and distributed to
thousands around the world. Recently, we were able to
purchase an inexpensive laptop and new printer for the
Gospel Truth publishing work in Nigeria. A special thank
you to those who support us personally and the gospel
efforts that we might have the time and energy to devote to
the gospel work. 			
—Michael Smith

Malawi Gospel Truth

Pakistan Outreach and New Converts
The gospel work is continuing in Pakistan in a few small
villages. The brethren have a burden for Sunday School with
the children. There is a new area that one of the brethren
is wanting to start a new work with the children, teaching
them about Jesus. It is a blessing to regularly receive pictures
and reports of new converts being baptized. Baptism is a
testimony of faith that has great value and importance. May
it never be trivialized among God’s people. Please pray for
the continued establishment of souls and the ministers in
truth.
With COVID-19 relief funds over 200 families were
provided with food packs and minsters were assisted during
this time. Pakistan has not been exempt from the economic
struggles as many of the brick kilns have been shut down
also.
Excerpt from Bro. S. in Pakistan: “We both and all
ministers, school teachers and all families have many thanks
for you and Sister René and all saints to the Church of God
in the United States and in Germany. Your support gives us
good comfort and make blessing in our difficult time. We
thank you and thankful to the Lord.”
Food relief during COVID-19 shutdowns
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Food distribution team

kenya adapts to new normal amid virus concerns
Travel and worship restrictions

As in many other countries, life has drastically changed
for the saints in Kenya. Last week was the first church
service they were able to conduct for some time in Stellah.
Children under five years of age and people over fifty-five
are instructed by the government to not attend services.
While there is some travel within Kenya, the ministers are
not supposed to be traveling to other districts to minister as
was their general habit. This has hindered the spread of the
gospel and prevented them from having church meetings, as
it has in the United States.
While there are flights to Kenya, they are quarantining
people traveling within Kenya and it is not a good time
to visit. It could cause problems for the local saints if
a foreigner were present and there was an outbreak of
sickness.

tanzania chapel project
Bro. Stephano and congregation in Tanzania are working
to build a chapel. They have formed and fired 5,000 bricks.
The community has been referring to them as the “poor
church” because of their inadequate facility. Since they have
started building, six new people have started attending
service.

Social distancing and wearing masks for service

Donations and
COVID-19 Foreign Relief
Assistance

Geographical distance between the congregations
in Tanzania and Kenya combined with difficulty in
communication present challenges at times in knowing
how much to assist with some of the projects. When funds
are sent, we try as much as possible to work with the local
church boards and with responsible ministers so that any
donated funds are spent properly with oversight.

Worshiping under temporary tarp structure as the chapel is too small.

Firing bricks for a new chapel

A special thank you to the saints in Canada,
Germany, and the United States that donated
funds to help with COVID-19 Relief Assistance in
Pakistan, Nigeria, Ghana, Malawi, Mozambique, and
Kenya. God bless you for your sacrifice. You made a
difference!
Any funds designated for a specific work or
country go 100% to that endeavor. General offerings
are welcome and are used to support the mission
work at home and abroad, ministers, gospel
outreach, the Gospel Truth, building projects, and
humanitarian needs.
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Malawi/mozambique

COVID relief project

500 bags of maize distributed

People continue to get sick in Malawi and Mozambique.
There is a lot of fear of COVID-19. It is difficult to know
whether many are sick with the virus or other diseases
that are so prevalent. Some of the saints are in quarantine
due to exposure to sickness around them. Ministers from
Mozambique and Malawi walk for many miles to bring
reports to Bro. Master to share with me. Their economy has
also been affected and so many people are suffering. The
elderly are especially being impacted and that is the focus of
the reports from ministers.
Here is a quote from a report I received this week from
Bro. Master:
“Today I went to Mozambique with Bro.
James on a motorcycle. We heard that
it was bad there…some members are in
quarantine….The side we went things were

Soap and buckets for good hygiene

very bad and the pastors there worry about
the elders. We visited three old people just
to pray for them. A man of 90 years old has
no one to help him. I feel sorry for him and
promised him a bag of maize from my house.”
The brethren are trying to teach the people to have
good hygiene, according to government guidelines, to help
prevent the spread of the virus. Some congregations are
having services again but have divided the congregation so
there are fewer people in each service.
Over the last few months, AMB has sent funds to
purchase soap and buckets for many congregations and over
500 bags of maize. In a location where there are thousands
of people worshiping with the Church of God, it is a small
amount; but every elderly person and child fed is a blessing.

MLDP update

Malawi Land Development Project

Since the last newsletter in January, we have completed
building a caretaker’s house and storage building in Malawi.
We have hired a caretaker to watch over the land and crops.
The maize crop was harvested in the second quarter of the
year. Ten people were hired to work for ten days to harvest
and prepare the maize for storage. The maize will be stored
until the end of the year to sell or donate to the poor, as
prices will be much higher at that time.
We will save funds for the MLDP project and prepare
for building projects in the future. The work is great and
we need guidance from the Lord to know how to best serve
the gospel and humanitarian needs in this impoverished
country.

Caretaker’s house and storage

First maize harvest
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